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EPA METHANE STANDARDS

1. Congressional Review Act Resolution –
Reinstated 2016 EPA Methane New Source 
Performance Standards (NSPS) – Upstream of 
Utilities – Clean Air Act § 111(b)

2. EPA Proposed Rule to Expand NSPS – this Fall

3. Existing Upstream Sources – Guidelines for 
State Plan Requirements - CAA § 111(d) 



PROPOSED EPA METHANE FEE (TAX)

1. Build Back Better Bill – Proposes EPA Methane Fee (Tax) 
on Emissions Reported to EPA under Subpart W – that 
exceed Methane Intensity Thresholds

2. Excludes Gas Distribution – But Upstream Fees Would 
Accumulate in Commodity Charge – Increasing Energy 
Costs to Customers 

3. Would Require Expanding Subpart W Reporting
4. Methane Intensity Thresholds – Lower than ONE Future 

Goal Levels 
5. Layered on Top of Methane Standards 



VOLUNTARY METHANE STANDARDS & 
CERTIFIED LOWER METHANE GAS

1. AGA-EEI Natural Gas Sustainability Initiative (NGSI) 
– Protocol for Reporting Methane Intensity

2. New Initiatives for Auditing and Certifying Lower 
Methane Intensity Gas - Examples
• MiQ – RMI/Systemic – Uses NGSI Protocol
• Canary Project-IES-Trustwell®

 Create Incentives for and Reward Better 
Performance
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